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What is Community?

 Striking similarities between other 
community organizations such as 
museums & civic/cultural arts 
centers:

Similar Resources

Similar Struggles

 By cross-pollinating resources, 
Community Ed programs and 
other community organizations 
more powerfully and more 
meaningfully engage the 
community while maximizing 
limited resources

Community Defined Finding Common Ground



Creating Civic Intimacy

Meaningful 

Partnership

Putting the word 

“Community” into 

Community 

Education

 Layered partnerships foster deeper meaning, 
creating a higher quality student experience

 “Because of the increasing complexity of 
modern society, collaboration can greatly 
increase a program’s effectiveness.”                
--Sachatello-Sawyer et al Adult Museum Programs

 “Feelings are not just aids or inhibitors to 
learning; the goal of learning and of 
emotional development are parallel and 
sometimes identical …”  -- J. Roby Kidd How Adults Learn



Layered Partnership Example

El Camino College 

Community Education 

department collaborates 

with a theatre producer, 

and a historical museum 

to mark the 40th

anniversary of the 

release of the Pentagon 

Papers
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Center



Key Community Partner

 John Powers has partnered with 

art museums, historical museums, 

colleges, libraries, and historical 

society organizations for the Cultural 

Arts Center in Torrance, CA  

 Annual staged-reading(s) theatre 

series “Works in Progress” 

writer/producer/director.  Original 

stage adaptations include The 

Watergate Tapes and The Pentagon 

Papers

John 

Powers
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Film Screening and Panel Discussion

John 

Powers

Timothy Naftali

Director of 
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Dr. Michael James 

Eula

Professor of History,  

El Camino College



Social Experiences & Interactions



Community Partner

 Mindy Farmer is the first 

education specialist for the 

federal Nixon Presidential Library 

and Museum 

 Mindy develops public programs, 

community outreach, social media, 

exhibits, and school programs 

devoted to the Museum's 

commitment to nonpartisan study of 

Richard Nixon and his era

Mindy 

Farmer



El Camino 

College 

Related 

Event

Works in 

Progress 

Special 

Guest



Museum Excursion

Nixon Library & Museum



Cross Promotion

 Online

 Catalog/Print Advertising  

 Local Cable TV

 Verbal Mentions/Endorsements at Events

 Guest Appearances 



Conclusion

 By sharing resources and energies, collaborators 
can produce community-wide events that would 
otherwise be beyond reach  

 Viable partnerships more powerfully engage the 
community in “civic intimacy” creating 
transformative and dynamic learning experiences

 The cultural enrichment provided to the community 
via Programs developed from viable community 
partnerships can create a momentum leading to 
further success
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1912 Lecture & Discussion Event 
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1912 Museum Excursion


