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ASCCC Published Papers

ASCCC represents faculty at 110 CA 
Community Colleges

Approved resolutions become official 
position of the State Senate

Resolutions can direct papers written on 
important issues

Approved papers and their 
recommendations become the official 
position of the ASCCC

ASCCC advocates for these 
recommendations



Background of 

ASCCC & Noncredit

Noncredit not well known or understood (!)

Growing interest in noncredit

ASCCC resolutions support noncredit

ASCCC first noncredit paper in Fall 2006: 
“The Role of Noncredit in the California Community 

Colleges”

Foundational paper (“Noncredit 101”)

10 recommendations from this paper

First ASCCC Noncredit committee formed



ASCCC Resolution Passed in 

Fall 2007

“Whereas, There is a need for a follow-up paper, or 
series of papers, addressing quality standards 
and unique issues in noncredit instruction;”

“Resolved, That the Academic Senate for California 
Community Colleges produce a paper about 
current issues concerning noncredit courses 
and programs within the California Community 
College System.”

(Thus, the second Noncredit paper was written by 
the Ad Hoc Noncredit Committees of 2008-09 
and 2009-10, approved by the ASCCC in Spring 
2009)



YOUR TURN…..!

What do YOU think are 

noncredit’s greatest 

challenges?

(historically and currently)



WHAT DO YOU THINK…?

Is noncredit integrated into the 

values and mission of the 

community colleges?

If yes, how?

If not, why?



Caveat!

This paper was written BEFORE the 
current economic crisis

Most noncredit programs, as well as 
credit programs, are in “survival 
mode”!

Some of these paper 
recommendations for improvements 
may need to be on hold until budget 
crisis diminishes

Paper info and recommendations still 
important for the future



Paper Based on Two Premises:

1. That noncredit can respond to 
many critical state needs and can 
respond even better if barriers to a 
full response are addressed 

2. That noncredit students should 
have the same level of instruction, 
support, and resources that credit 
students have…it is a principle of 
EQUITY and ACADEMIC 
INTEGRITY



ASCCC Second NC Paper Spring 09 

“Noncredit Instruction: Opportunity and 

Challenge”:

1. Noncredit ability to respond to state 

needs

2. Recent noncredit developments and 

viewpoints of the ASCCC, the 

CCCCO, and the Legislature 

3. Noncredit issues: changes needed to 

adequately respond to state needs: 

Academic Integrity=Noncredit Equity

4. 15 recommendations



1.Noncredit Ability to Respond to State 

Needs:

Setting the stage: State Needs!

Economic and demographic needs

“A Perfect Storm” and other reports…

Noncredit can provide educational 
needs, basic skills, transition to credit, 
and workforce skills/training at all levels

Noncredit can provide important 
community needs: basic skills, ESL, 
lifelong learning

All can support State Needs!

Noncredit instructional delivery system 
can more appropriately respond to some 
student needs than credit



2. Noncredit Developments: 2006-2009:

Noncredit Alignment Project 2006

Noncredit inclusion in the CCC System 

Strategic Plan in 2006

SB361 enhanced funding: CDCP

Title 5 noncredit changes

Noncredit inclusion in BSI

More ASCCC noncredit resolutions

BSI Noncredit faculty meetings

Noncredit inclusion in “Program and 

Course Approval Handbook”

Need for noncredit accountability grows



3. Noncredit Issues: 

Major Changes needed to adequately 

respond to State Needs…….

Equitable funding

Full-time faculty

FT faculty workload

Effective participation in governance

Student Services and Matriculation



(3. Major Changes Needed, cont.)

Attendance accounting options

Program review

Accreditation standards

Accountability



Academic Integrity = Noncredit Equity

Academic Integrity for noncredit students 

Academic integrity for noncredit faculty

Academic integrity for noncredit programs

Noncredit opportunities equitable to 

credit opportunities

Just a dream?

Step by step - working towards the reality



15 Recommendations 

(aka Resolutions)
On a statewide level:

1. …seek funding equity 

2. …expand the range of attendance 
accounting options.

3. …ensure noncredit CDCP funds are 
expended to improve instruction 
and support services to noncredit 
students 

4. … establish goals for a noncredit full-
time to part-time faculty ratio 



(15 Recommendations, cont.)

5. …promote equity in faculty working 
conditions and compensation

6. …develop guidelines for consistent 
development of SB361 compliant 

certificate patterns

7. …better align credit-noncredit basic 
skills instruction and credit-
noncredit student support services.

8. …noncredit programs appropriately 

evaluated in Accreditation.



(15 Recommendations, cont.)

On a local level:

1. …ensure CDCP funding allocated to  

support equitable instruction and 

support services for noncredit.

2. …support the hiring of additional 

full-time noncredit faculty.
3. …seek working conditions for 

noncredit faculty comparable to 

those for credit faculty 



(15 Recommendations, cont.)

4.   …seek participation in governance 
and program development by 
noncredit faculty

5. …review patterns of courses for 
“sequence” and “certificate” 
requirements in SB361 (CDCP).

6. …ensure noncredit program review, 
planning and budget processes and 
standards are comparable to credit 

7. …include noncredit programs in 
accreditation self studies



WAIT!

REALITY CHECK…..?

Are we………

“California Dreaming”?

OR

Setting the standards and laying 

the foundation for future 

changes?



QUESTIONS?

THANK YOU!

To download this paper and other 
ASCCC publications and information 

visit:

www.asccc.org

http://www.asccc.org/

