
Technology Tools & Tricks
for Delivering Remote Classes Effectively



Remote Instruction is Here to Stay

While many are suffering from “Zoom 
fatigue,” the reality is that 
remote/online learning will be a fixture 
of our programs moving forward

 Let’s make the most of the 
opportunities this provides and 
celebrate our successes along the way!



Success Stories
Summer 2020 Youth Programs (100% online)
 51 classes over 7 weeks (6-week CFK and 1-week CyberCamp)
 Unique Zoom links
 206 enrollments

 87% CA; 13% out of state (13 different states)
 74% in county; 26% out of county (previously 97%; 3%)

 Unique experiences: teacher out of state, traveling student, cousins, 
check-in opportunities

Cuesta College Central Coast Writers Conference (100% online)
 5 master classes, 3 keynotes, and 50 workshops over 3 days – Zoom links by track
 140 enrollments

 90% CA; 10% out of state (10 different states)
 54% in county; 46% out of county (previously 62% and 38%)
 51 presenters (no travel or lodging required = $$$ saved)

 Unique experiences: presenters out of state and country, increased intimacy for 
Q&A, access to presenters’ creative spaces, switching workshops



Presentation Quality
Tips for Administrators
 Practice with your first-time presenters and encourage 

them to do the same with friends and family
 https://www.conferzoom.org/ConferZoom/SignUp for 

free unlimited faculty and staff Zoom accounts
 Consider orientation events

Tips for Presenting
 Lighting – add spot lighting or adjust video 

settings
 Secondary camera – support hands-on 

instruction and demonstrations with a cell phone 
or tablet

 Multiple screens for gallery view while presenting
 Green screen if using a virtual background
 Headphones
 Quiet, distraction-free location

https://www.conferzoom.org/ConferZoom/SignUp


Supporting Instruction with Google 
Classroom

Others
 Dropbox – 2GB storage
 Google Drive – 15GB storage
 Canvas

Google Classroom
 File sharing
 Discussion board
 Assignments
 Home Base
 Google Meet integration



Supporting Students & Creating Engagement

Engage
 Introductions
 Polls, surveys, quizzes
 Screen sharing
 Breakout rooms
 Reactions + hand raising
 Chat
 Q&A
 Comprehension checks

Support
 Orientations
 Helpful links - https://support.zoom.us/
 Record sessions
 Clear expectations 

https://support.zoom.us/


Breakout Rooms

Discussion topics
Creative/unique solutions for: 

 delivering remote classes
 improving presentation quality
 engaging and supporting students

Success stories

Structure
5-minutes in breakout rooms
Choose 1 person to present back 

to the group

Anyone want to share?
Creative/unique solutions for: 

delivering remote classes
 improving presentation quality
engaging and supporting students

Success stories



Q&A
Wes Martin – phillip_martin@cuesta.edu

mailto:phillip_martin@cuesta.edu
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