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“Lower-skilled individuals and 
those with multiple barriers to 

employment benefit from 
coordinated strategies across 

systems, … 
 



 

….and flexible, innovative training 
strategies that integrate the 
education, training, and support 
services they need to prepare for 
and succeed in the workplace.” 
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 Auto 600/601 and Adv Pre-Vocational ESL 
 

 Offered to students scoring  

 Below 8th grade math 

 Below 9th grade reading 
 

 English Language Learners 
 

 Serves as introduction to core series:   

  3 modules ~ 325 hours each 





 

 …  provide a base of technical skills 
and technical knowledge in English 

 …  reawaken mathematical thinking 

 …  develop ‘student habits’ 

 …  build confidence 

 …  foster learning community 

 …  set short and long-term goals 

 

 



 Understand work expectations 
 

 Prepare a resume, job interview 
practice 
 

 Balance work, family and school 
 

 

 

 



 100 hours each for instructors before and 
during pilot phase 
 

 Research, peer observations, 
collaborative planning 

 

 Additional non-classroom time, post-pilot  
 

 Informed professional development 

 



◦ Introductions: Class community  

◦ Hands-on presentations and practice 

◦ Common sense approach 

◦ YouTube and computerized simulations 

◦ Complementary reading and math lessons 

◦ Structure opportunities for discussion and retelling 

◦ Variety of assessment styles 

 

 



 20 Students - 11 weeks - 20 completed 

 

 Pre-Post CASAS Employability Test 

 80% gains in math, 60% gains in reading 

 

 19 continued to 507A 

 16 currently enrolled after 10 weeks 



 















 





















 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Students added text to a PowerPoint 
presentation of photos 
 
 







 Pairs write - VESL instructor observes 

 

 Pairs present their PowerPoints - the CTE 
instructor affirms and corrects 

 



 

 Increase technical vocabulary 

 Involve less assertive students 

 Gains in computer skills 

 Foundational knowledge to apply to 
future courses 

 Supports long-term goal of college 
and career readiness 



 Continue to collect feedback from 
pilot group 
 

 Continue professional development 
for VESL instructor 
 

 Continue developing and refining 
curriculum based on lessons learned 

 



 


